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BOOK NOTICES 

The Lost Oracles, By James Westfall Thompson. Chicago : Walter M. 
Hill. 1921. Pp. 143. 

Three One-act Plays. By Stark Young. Cincinnati : Stewart Kidd 
Company. 1921. Pp. 66. 

Portmanteau Adaptations. By Stuart Walker. Edited, with an Intro- 
duction, by Edward Hale Bierstadt. Cincinnati : Stewart Kidd Conpany. 
1921. Pp. 229. 

Sir David Wears a Crown. By Stuart Walker. Cincinnati : Stewart 
Kidd Company. 1922. Pp. 47. 

Two Slatterns and a King. By Edna St. Vincent Miliar. Cincinnati : 
Stewart Kidd Company. 1921. Pp. 18. 

Thursday Evening. By Christopher Morley. Cincinnati : Stewart Kidd 
Company. 1922. Pp. 35. 

Sweet and Twenty. By Floyd Dell. Cincinnati : Stewart Kidd Com- 
pany. 1921. Pp. 32. 

Professor Thompson's masque attempts, through six panoramic 
acts, a "dramatization of the struggle between the pagan cults of 
antiquity and early Christianity". The work shows adequate 
learning and understanding, but does not succeed as a creation 
of art. 

Mr. Young's three one-act plays — Madretta, At the Shrine, 
and Addio, especially the first of these — possess a good deal of 
merit. The character work is, in general, deftly handled, and 
the atmosphere is not prescribed but felt. 

Portmanteau Adaptations is the third volume of the Portman- 
teau Series, so called after the Portmanteau Theatre, born in New 
York and re-born in Indianapolis. The book contains two 
adaptations by Mr. Walker — William Stevenson's Gammer Gur- 
ton's Needle and Oscar Wilde's The Birthday of the Infanta — 
and two original plays for children 'from seven to seventy' : Sir 
David Wears a Crown and Nellijumbo, both touched by the 
influence of Barrie's manner, but the former by something of 
his spirit as well. 

Of the four remaining plays (Stewart Kidd Modern Plays) Miss 
Millay's happy whimsy is admirable ; Mr. Morley's Thursday 
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Evening has amusing psychology and the domestic background 
that its author so companionably portrays ; Mr. Dell's comedy is 
carelessly clever; and Mr. Walker's gay admixture of satire and 
romance improves upon Six Who Pass While the Lentils Boil, 
of which it is a sequel. 

Famous Stories from Foreign Countries. Translated by Edna 
Worthley Underwood. Boston : The Four Seas Company. 1921. Pp.150. 

Brazilian Tales. Translated from the Portuguese by Isaac Goldberg. 
Boston: The Four Seas Company. 1921. Pp. 149. 

Famous Mystery Stories. Edited by J. Walker McSpadden. New York: 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company. 1922. Pp. 292. 

Mrs. Underwood's collection contains eleven stories from 
Bohemian, Armenian, Hungarian, Dutch, Austrian, Norwegian 
and Finnish sources, including specimens of the work of such 
capable writers as Bartsch, Petofi, Mikszath, Kielland and 
Paivarinta. 

Dr. Goldberg, an experienced and sympathetic translator, pre- 
sents three stories from Machado de Assis, and one each from 
Medeiros e Albuquerque, Coelho Netto and Carmen Dolores. 
There is also a useful preface. 

Of Mr. McSpadden's group of ten mystery stories only five 
have exceptional merit as such. We can hardly regard it as a 
representative gleaning. 

A Dictionary of Religion and Ethics. Edited by Shailer Mathews, 
Professor of Historical and Comparative Theology in the University of 
Chicago, and Gerald Birney Smith, Professor of Christian Theology in 
the University of Chicago. New York: The Macmillan Company. 1921. 
Pp. vii, 513. 

An Encyclopedia of Religions. By Maurice A. Canney, Professor of 
Semitic Languages and Literature in the University of Manchester. 
London: George Routledge and Sons. New York: E. P. Button and 
Company. 192 1. Pp. ix, 397. 

These two volumes are convenient and comprehensive refer- 
ence books in the history and psychology of religion. The 
former book is more immediately adapted to the need of church 
workers and general readers, the latter to the purposes of closer 
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students. Professors Mathews and Smith, with approximately 
one hundred scholarly helpers, have striven for conciseness, but 
also for proportion as between terms needing mere definition 
and those which require authoritative if terse discussion. There 
is a good bibliography. Professor Canney's admirable work is 
particularly useful to students of Comparative Religion, and in- 
cludes a fairly full discussion of many subjects elsewhere slightly 
treated, if at all. In many instances, valuable working references 
to a list of some two hundred accepted authorities are made 
available. The book is definite in scope and unified in treat- 
ment. 



A Dictionary of English Phrases. By Albert M. Hyamson. London : 
George Routledge and Sons. New York: E. P. Dutton and Company. 
1922. Pp. 365, 

A Dictionary of Classified Quotations. By W. Gurney Benham. 
New York : Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1922. Pp. 653. 

The first book contains some 14,000 allusive phrases, catch- 
words, crystallized modes of speech, nicknames, sobriquets, etc., 
with careful references to sources, dates and early usage. Al- 
though not exhaustive, the work is, within its limits, thorough 
and dependable. 

A good deal of hard work has gone into Mr. Benham's vol- 
ume, the index to which is so arranged, with its appropriate 
cross-references, as to make it easy to trace the desired passage. 
There is also a full list of authors quoted, with dates. 



Buddhist Psalms. Translated from the Japanese of Shinran Shonin by 
S. Yamabe and L. Adams Beck. New York : E. P. Dutton and Company. 
1921. Pp.91. 

Shinran Shonin, (1175-1265), educated in the Doctrine of 
the Land of Pure Light by Honen Shonin, led a life of great 
piety, service and learning. He expresses in these Jodo-Wasan, 
Psalms of the Pure Land, the very essence of Mahayana Budd- 
hism as it has flowered in the inner and outer life of the Jap- 
anese people. 



